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Item No: C0716 Item 9 
Subject: MARRICKVILLE ARTS AND CULTURE GRANTS 2016   
File Ref: 16/5126/81079.16          

Prepared By: Josephine Bennett - Manager Culture and Recreation Services, Marrickville   

Authorised By: Simone Schwarz - Director, Service Delivery  

SUMMARY 
Council is advised of applications received for the Arts and Culture Grants Program 2016. 
Council received and assessed 42 applications requesting a total of $234,886. 19 projects are 
recommended, totalling $65,000 funding.  

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council endorses funding for 19 grant applications as outlined in Attachment 1, 
totalling $65,000 for the 2016 Marrickville Arts and Culture Grants Program. 

BACKGROUND 
In August 2003 Council endorsed the Arts and Cultural Grants and Guidelines (Item CC17, 
Meeting No. 07/03) to provide an equitable means of support and promotion for artists and art 
programs in the local government area and to contribute to the industry's sustainability. In 
2007/08 the funding for the Scheme totalled $30,000. Following a Council resolution in August 
2006 (Item CC 14, Meeting No. 07/06) there was an extra $10,000 allocated to the Program. 
In April 2008, Council resolved to increase the figure to $60,000 (CC8) and this figure has 
since increased by CPI.   

The key objectives of the Arts and Cultural Grants Program are to: 

support activities which contribute to the development of the arts and culture in the 
former Marrickville LGA, including participation and engagement; 
promote strong arts and cultural networks and partnership opportunities; 
encourage excellence in the content and delivery of cultural activities; 
provide opportunities for the implementation and development of innovative arts and 
cultural activities; 
reflect and promote aspects of the cultural life of the former Marrickville LGA; and 
support emerging and independent arts related activities; 

A total of $65,000 is allocated in the 2016/17 budget and available under this program. 

The Arts and Cultural Grants Program opened on Wednesday 27 April 2016 and closed on 
Wednesday 1 June 2016 at 5pm. Grants information sessions were held on Tuesday 10 May 
2016 and Wednesday 11 May 2016 in conjunction with the Independent Artist Grants program. 
The grants and information sessions were promoted through advertisements in The Inner 
West Courier, the Council Column, Marrickville Matters, on Council’s website and notices were 
issued through networks such as Art Post and existing databases. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The grants will be funded from the current Culture and Recreation Operating Budget 2016/17. 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
External information about the program was provided through various media. Council officer 
support was available via telephone, email and face to face as required throughout the 
application period. 
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CONCLUSION 
Of the 42 applications received, two grants were deemed more suitable for assessment by the 
Community Grants Assessment Panel. A further two applications were transferred to the 
Independent Artist Grants Assessment Panel. One application from Recreation Grants and 
one application from Independent Artist Grants were deemed more suitable for assessment 
under the Arts and Cultural Grants program.  

The panel considered 40 applications totalling $224,411 in requests.  All applications were 
assessed by the Selection Panel comprised of arts industry professionals including Justin 
Macdonnell (Arts Consultant and Director of Anzarts); Jo Banno (Community Development 
Officer – Youth Services, Inner West Council, Leichhardt) and Sue Andersen (Independent 
Producer). Arts and Culture staff including the Acting Arts and Cultural Development 
Coordinator and the Arts and Culture Project Officer attended the meeting.   

Applications could apply for a grant under one of two categories: 

Arts: for arts and cultural projects that demonstrate a high level of artistic merit and 
innovation; and 
Community Cultural Development for arts or cultural projects that engage communities, 
encourage participation in the arts and support cultural diversity. 

The projects were assessed against the following pre-determined selection criteria: 

level of innovation; 
the level of skills and experience of the applicant; 
the budget, including all sources of project income; 
the benefit to the Marrickville community and/or the artist’s professional development; 
how the project reflects life in Marrickville including access, diversity and equity; 
previous assistance received by Council including grants and in-kind support in recent 
years;
the merit of the application in comparison to the other applications; and 

Of the 40 applications assessed, 19 applications, requesting $93,911 in support are 
recommended for funding to a level of $65,000, as outlined in Attachment 1. Not all projects 
are recommended to receive the total amount requested; however, the selection panel believe 
the projects are still achievable within the funding amounts recommended.  

The recommended projects represent a range of art forms including music, visual art, theatre, 
community events, film and physical theatre and are located in a range of locations around the 
Inner West Council LGA.  

21 applications are not recommended for funding as outlined in Attachment 2. The reasons 
for which applications were not recommended include: 

the applications were not as strong as the recommended applications in one or more 
assessment criteria; 
applicants had received recent funding or in-kind support from Council; 
suggested outcomes did not strongly benefit the local community; 
the project is better suitable to the objectives of the Community Grants or Independent 
Artist Grants; 
the project is still viable without Council funding; 
the project did not take places within the LGA; and 
the application was ineligible due to project timing.  

ATTACHMENTS
1. Arts and Culture Grants 2016 - Recommended for Funding
2. Arts and Culture Grants 2016 - Not Recommended for Funding
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