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DEVELOPMENT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

Application No. DA/2021/0779 
Address 78-80 Dalhousie Street HABERFIELD  NSW  2045 
Proposal Installation of three new building identification signs associated 

with Haberfield Centre and Library. 
Date of Lodgement 06 October 2021 
Applicant Mr Stephen Iacono 
Owner Inner West Council 
Number of Submissions 0 
Value of works $16,500.00 
Reason for determination at 
Planning Panel 

Development for which Council is the landowner  

Main Issues Nil  
Recommendation Approved with Conditions  
Attachment A Recommended conditions of consent 
Attachment B Plans of proposed development 
Attachment C Heritage Impact statement  
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1. Executive Summary 
 
This report is an assessment of the application submitted to Council for the installation of 
three new building identification signs associated with Haberfield Centre and Library. at 78-
80 Dalhousie Street HABERFIELD  NSW  2045. 
 
The application was notified to surrounding properties and no submissions were received in 
response to the initial notification. 
 
The main issues that have arisen from the application include:  
 

• Impact on heritage fabric  
• Council asset  

 
The potential impacts on the surrounding environment have been considered as part of the 
assessment process. Any potential impacts from the development are considered to be 
acceptable.  
 
2. Proposal 
 
The application seeks consent for signage associated with the recently completed 
refurbishment of the Haberfield Centre and Library. Signage includes the following: 
 
- 1 x illuminated Top Hamper Sign above the main building entrance, measuring 2420mm 

(W) x 470mm (H) with a total sign face area 1.14m2 ; and  
- 2 x non-illuminated Projecting Wall Signs located on the outer building pilasters of the 

front building facade, measuring 570mm (W) x 1500mm (H), each with a total sign face 
area of 0.86m . 

 
3. Site Description 
 
The subject site is located on the western side of Dalhousie Street, between Ramsay Street 
and Martin Street. The site consists of two (2) allotments with a total area of 1,393.55sqm. 
The site is legally described as Lots A and B in Deposited Plan 323166. 
 
The site has a frontage to Dalhousie Street of 30.48 metres and supports the existing two (2) 
storey Haberfield Centre and Library. A single storey building is located at the rear of the site 
which is currently occupied by the Ashfield-Leichardt State Emergency Service (SES) Unit.  
 
The site is adjoined by a carpark to the south, St. Joan of Arc Catholic Primary School to the 
north and single storey residential properties to the west. Mervyn Fletcher Hall (community 
centre) and St. Oswalds Anglican Church are located opposite the site. 
 
The property is located within the Haberfield Heritage Conservation Area but is not 
individually listed as a Heritage Item. St. Oswalds Anglican Church, opposite the site, is 
listed as a Heritage Item.  
 
The site is at the periphery of the Haberfield centre, where properties zoned R2 low density 
residential abut those with a B2 Centre zoning on Ramsay Street. 
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Image 1:  Zoning Map 
 
 
4. Background 
 
4(a)  Site history 
 
The following application outlines the relevant development history of the subject site and 
any relevant applications on surrounding properties.  
 
Subject Site 
 
Application Proposal Decision & Date 
MOD/2020/0395 Modification of approved works to 

Haberfield Library  
Approved 11 December 
2020 

10.2019.124.1 Deferred Commencement condition 
satisfied 

30 March 2020 

10.2019.124.1 Part demolition, alterations and 
additions, new solar panels, 
easements, consolidation of lots and 
associated landscaping of the existing 
Haberfield Centre and Library 

Approved (Deferred 
Commencement) 11 
February 2020 by the Inner 
West Local Planning Panel 

10.2001.457.1 New (Building Work) Air Conditioning -
Mechanical ventilation - New air-
conditioning unit to Haberfield Library. 

Approved 14 March 2002 

6.1988.152.1 Alterations to SES building Approved 12 May 1988 
6.1987.103.1 Hoarding Approved 20 March 1987 
6.1986.103.1 Alterations and additions to Library Approved 27 June 1986 
6.1982.32.1 Partitions for Local SES Approved 11 February 1982 
6.1981.457.1 Alterations to storeroom Approved 9 November 1981 
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4(b) Application history  
 
The following table outlines the relevant history of the subject application.  
 
Date Discussion / Letter / Additional Information  
6 October 2021 Lodged  
14 October to  
28 October  

Notified  

 
5. Assessment 
 
The following is a summary of the assessment of the application in accordance with Section 
4.15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.  
 
5(a) Environmental Planning Instruments 
 
The application has been assessed against the relevant Environmental Planning Instruments 
listed below: 
 

• State Environmental Planning Policy No. 64 – Advertising and Signage 
 
The following provides further discussion of the relevant issues:  
 
5(a)(i) State Environmental Planning Policy No. 64 - Advertising and Signage 

(SEPP 64) 
 
The following is an assessment of the proposed development under the relevant controls 
contained in SEPP 64. 
 
SEPP 64 specifies aims, objectives, and assessment criteria for signage as addressed 
below. Schedule 1 of SEPP 64 specifies assessment criteria for signage relating to character 
of the area, special areas, views and vistas, streetscape, setting or landscaping, site and 
building, illumination and safety. The proposed signage is considered satisfactory having 
regard to the assessment criteria contained in Schedule 1 of SEPP 64. 
 
Signs and Advertising Structures 
 
The application seeks consent for the erection of the following signage: 
 

• 1 x illuminated Top Hamper Sign above the main building entrance, measuring 
2420mm (W) x 470mm (H) with a total sign face area 1.14m2 ; and  

• 2 x non-illuminated Projecting Wall Signs located on the outer building pilasters of the 
front building facade, measuring 570mm (W) x 1500mm (H), each with a total sign 
face area of 0.86m2 . 
 

The proposed signage is considered satisfactory having regard to the assessment criteria 
contained in Schedule 1 of SEPP 64 given they are: 
 

• Scaled appropriately for the building and the broader locality.  
• Suitably located above the existing building entrance and on the outer building 

pilasters fronting Dalhousie Street that will effectively communicate the location of the 
renovated Haberfield Centre and Library and result in adequate wayfinding.   
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• Is commensurate with the amenity and visual character of the building and does not 
create visual clutter at the street level.  

• Does not block any significant views and will not have an adverse impact on the 
amenity of the surrounding heritage conservation area.  

• Is of a high-quality design and finish which complements the finish of the building. 
 
5(a)(ii) Ashfield Local Environment Plan 2013 (ALEP 2013)  
 
The application was assessed against the following relevant clauses of the Ashfield Local 
Environmental Plan 2013: 
 

• Clause 1.2 - Aims of Plan 
• Clause 2.3 - Land Use Table and Zone Objectives 
• Clause 5.10 - Heritage Conservation 
• Clause 6.5 - Development on land in Haberfield Heritage Conservation Area 

 
(i) Clause 2.3 - Land Use Table and Zone Objectives  
 
The site is zoned B2 – Local Centre under ALEP 2013. ALEP 2013 defines the approved 
use as: 
 
“information and education facility” 
 
The approved land use is unchanged and remains permitted with consent within the zone. 
The proposed modification is consistent with the objectives of the B2 zone. 
 
(i) Clause 5.10 – Heritage Conservation 

 
The application was referred to Council’s Heritage Advisor who requested details of how the 
signs would be fixed to significant fabric. It is recommended as a condition of consent that 
details of the proposed fixing of the new signs to historical fabric are to be submitted to 
Council prior to the issue of a construction certificate.  
 
5(c) Draft Inner West Local Environmental Plan 2020 (Draft IWLEP 2020) 
 
The Draft IWLEP 2020 was placed on public exhibition commencing on 16 March 2020 and 
accordingly is a matter for consideration in the assessment of the application under Section 
4.15(1)(a)(ii) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
 
The amended provisions contained in the Draft IWLEP 2020 are not relevant to the 
assessment of the application. Accordingly, the development is considered acceptable 
having regard to the provisions of the Draft IWLEP 2020. 
 
5(d) Development Control Plans 
 
The application has been assessed and the following provides a summary of the relevant 
provisions of Inner West Comprehensive Development Control Plan (DCP) 2016 for 
Ashbury, Ashfield, Croydon, Croydon Park, Haberfield, Hurlstone Park and Summer Hill.  
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IWCDCP2016 Compliance 
Section 1 – Preliminary   
B – Notification and Advertising Yes  
Section 2 – General Guidelines  
A – Miscellaneous  
10 - Signs and Advertising Structures  Yes, subject to condition  
E2 – Haberfield Heritage Conservation Area  
1 – Preliminary Refer to Section 5(a)(i) for 

discussion. 
3 – Planning Measures for Commercial properties   Refer to Section 5(a)(i) for 

discussion. 
 
5(e) The Likely Impacts 
 
The assessment of the Development Application demonstrates that, subject to the 
recommended conditions, the proposal will have minimal impact in the locality.  
 
5(f)  The suitability of the site for the development 
 
Provided that any adverse effects on adjoining properties are minimised, this site is 
considered suitable to accommodate the proposed development, and this has been 
demonstrated in the assessment of the application. 
 
5(g)  Any submissions 
 
The application was notified in accordance with the Community Engagement Framework for 
a period of 14 days to surrounding properties. No submissions were received in response to 
the initial notification. 
 
5(h) The Public Interest 
 
The public interest is best served by the consistent application of the requirements of the 
relevant Environmental Planning Instruments, and by Council ensuring that any adverse 
effects on the surrounding area and the environment are appropriately managed.  
 
The proposal is not contrary to the public interest. 
 
6 Referrals 
 
6(a) Internal 
 
The application was referred to the following internal sections/officers and issues raised in 
those referrals have been discussed in section 5 above. 
 

• Heritage 
 
7. Section 7.11 Contributions/7.12 Levy  
 
Section 7.11 contributions/7.12 levies are not payable for the proposal.  
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8. Conclusion 
 
The proposal generally complies with the aims, objectives and design parameters contained 
in Ashfield Local Environmental Plan 2013 and Inner West Comprehensive Development 
Control Plan (DCP) 2016 for Ashbury, Ashfield, Croydon, Croydon Park, Haberfield, 
Hurlstone Park and Summer Hill.  
 
The development will not result in any significant impacts on the amenity of the adjoining 
premises/properties and the streetscape and is considered to be in the public interest.  
 
The application is considered suitable for approval subject to the imposition of appropriate 
conditions. 
 
9. Recommendation 
 
A. That the Inner West Local Planning Panel exercising the functions of the Council as 

the consent authority, pursuant to s4.16 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979, grant consent to Development Application No. DA/2021/0779 
for Installation of three new building identification signs associated with Haberfield 
Centre and Library. at 78-80 Dalhousie Street HABERFIELD  NSW  2045 subject to 
the conditions listed in Attachment A below.  
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Attachment A – Recommended conditions of consent 
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Attachment B – Plans of proposed development 
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Attachment C- Statement of Heritage Significance 
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